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2026 JAPAN CUP | DETAILED CHAMPIONSHIP FORMAT

3/4-DAY FORMAT

QUALIFYING
RACE FORMATS

SUCCESS PENALTIES

ELIGIBLE CARS

DRIVERS

CLASSES

DRIVER PAIRINGS
(BASED ON 2x DRIVERS
PER CAR)

CATEGORISATION
POINTS
LICENSE

PIRELLI TYRES

J

TAPAN
Tup

Multi-class GT championship comprising four events and eight races across Japan.

Testing at most events on a Thursday afternoon/Friday morning (typically).

2x 60min practice sessions (typically Day 1/Friday).

1x 30min optional session for Bronze-graded drivers competing in all classes: GT2/GT3/GT4/GTC. Eligible cars are permitted to use an additional set of tyres before qualifying.
2x 60min races. Typically Race 1on Saturday and Race 2 on Sunday, although staging both races on Sunday is also possible as part of a shorter weekend format (eg Sugo).

All drivers must contest either Q1 or Q2. Each crew’s highest-graded driver will contest the second qualifying session and start Race 2.
60min races: a mandatory driver change must occur between the 25th and 35th minutes (minimum pitstop time and success penalties to be applied).

Top-three finishers in GT3, GT4 and GTC will incur a ‘success’ time penalty to be served during the following race’s pitstop. 1st = 15sec, 2nd = 10sec, 3rd = 5sec.
New race-by-race entries/cars/pairings may be subject to a mandatory pitstop time adjustment.

GT3 and GT4: The championship’s two primary classes

GT3 Trophy: Older GT3 machinery

GTC: ‘Cup’ cars such as the Lamborghini Huracan Super Trofeo, Ferrari 488 Challenge and Porsche Carrera Cup

GT2: Audi R8 LMS GT2, KTM X-Bow GT2, Porsche 911 GT2 RS, Lamborghini Huracan ST GT2, Maserati GT2, Mercedes-AMG GT2
All entries are subject to SRO’s BoP adjustments

Two drivers per car. A single driver is possible subject to SRO’s approval/adjustment.

GT3: Pro-Am | Am
GT4: Am | NEW! Pro-Am | NEW! Silver
GT3 Trophy/GT2/GTC: Pro-Am | Am

GT3 Pro-Am: 1x Bronze + 1x Silver, Gold or Platinum drivers. Open to drivers with JAF licences or drivers residing in Japan. All pairings subject to organiser’s approval.

GT3 Am: 2x Bronze drivers. Both drivers must have been born or currently reside in Asia or possess a suitable passport. All pairings subject to organiser’s approval, see final regulations.

NEW! GT4 Pro-Am: 1x Bronze + 1x Gold max. Open to drivers with JAF licences or drivers residing in Asia. All pairings subject to organiser’s approval.

NEW! GT4 Silver: Crews will comprise two approved Silver-graded drivers that are subject to adjustments using weight/time. Silver drivers must hold a JAF licence or reside in Asia. All pairings subject to organiser’s approval.
GT4 Am: 2x Bronze drivers. Both drivers must have been born or currently reside in Asia, Australia or New Zealand, or possess a suitable passport. All pairings subject to organiser’s approval.

GTC Pro-Am: 1x Bronze + 1x Silver or Gold. Both drivers must have been born or currently reside in Asia, Australia or New Zealand, or possess a suitable passport. All pairings subject to organiser’s approval.

GTC Am: 2x Bronze drivers. Both drivers must have been born or currently reside in Asia, Australia or New Zealand, or possess a suitable passport. All pairings subject to organiser’s approval.

GT3 Trophy/GT2/GTC: Open to Pro-Am and Am pairings. All pairings subject to organiser’s approval.

FIA Driver Categorisation system

60minraces: 25-18-15-12-10-8-6-4-2-1

International Grade C licence minimum

For the first meeting entered: in GT2/GT3/GTC a maximum of five sets, and in GT4 a maximum of four sets. Additional set permitted for optional Bronze session used before qualifying.
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UNITS 604-08, 6/F, WING ON CENTRE, 111 CONNAUGHT ROAD CENTRAL, SHEUNG WAN, HONC KONG

HARUKA ONOZAKI, JAPAN CUP SERIES MANAGER
haruka.onozaki@sro-motorsports.com
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